
                  

 

  

  

 

#CultivateKids 

August 21, 2018 

  

Dear Blanchard Families, 

 

Summer greetings!  I hope this note finds you enjoying some playtime, downtime, and family 

time, whether you were following the World Cup, enjoying the amazing Red Sox streak, taking 

in a concert at one of Boston‟s venues or are just keeping cool during these hazy, hot, humid 

days. There are many moments to appreciate and plenty of summer still left! 

  

For me, this summer has been equal parts leisure and labor.  My five-year-old son, Logan, begins 

Kindergarten next week.  He is very excited to ride the bus!  My two-and-a-half year old 

daughter, Isabelle, is convinced she is joining him!   Our family has spent a lot of time preparing 

for the upcoming transitions in school and schedules.  We enjoyed long beach days in Falmouth, 

camping in the yard, and a long weekend trip to Santa‟s Village and Story Land.  We just 

returned from a family visit in Chatham.  As is the tradition, I ended vacation by running in the 

Falmouth Road Race on Sunday! 

  

Another activity that blended leisure and labor was the fine art of gardening!  I planted seeds in 

the spring with the hope that our family would enjoy the fruits of our labor throughout the 

summer.  I did not anticipate the difficulty in maintaining and sustaining that fruit!  It was a 

lesson in resilience, care, and intentionality. It reminded me of the tremendous responsibility that 

lies in the work of developing and cultivating our youngest community members. The one 

zucchini that arrived last week took painstaking effort, but as Alexander Pope coined, “hope 

springs eternal,” and it was the inspiration for our theme this year.   

 

Each year we develop a theme at Blanchard we feel captures the essence of our goals for the 

upcoming school year.  This year that theme is centered on the word cultivate.  This word has 

arisen throughout the summer; both in our district's work around equity and in my humbling 

work gardening at home. 

 

All of us educators, families, and students are a work in progress, and our learning is never 

finished. It is important to remember to support one another and take care of 

ourselves.  Intentional decisions, big and small, are vital in helping to celebrate, support, and 

maintain healthy and vibrant relationships. Cultivate kindness, cultivate culture, cultivate 

climate…#CultivateKids. 

 

In addition to fresh coats of paint, new furniture, and parking lot improvements, you will see 

connections and references throughout the year to equity, culture, and climate. 

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District 
Blanchard Memorial School 
493 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, MA 01719 
 978-263-4569 

http://blanchard.abschools.org 
 

 

DANA F. LABB, PRINCIPAL  
dlabb@abschools.org 

LEIGH WHITING-JONES, ASST. PRINCIPAL 

lwhitingjones@abschools.org 

KATHY BOWER, ADM. ASST. 
kbower@abschools.org 

GAIL KESSLER-WALSH, SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
gwalsh@abschools.org 

 

http://blanchard.abschools.org/
mailto:dlabb@abschools.org
mailto:lwhitingjones@abschools.org
mailto:kbower@abschools.org
mailto:gwalsh@abschools.org


I do hope you enjoyed a relaxing summer.  As always, I am honored to serve our families and 

ready to greet a fresh, new year alongside you…Here‟s to us! 

  

FIRST DAY INFORMATION 
The first day of school for our students is as follows: 

 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 for all students in grades 1-6 and Kindergarten students with last 

names beginning with A-M.  

 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 for all students in grades 1-6 and Kindergarten students with last 

names beginning with N-Z as well as all Early Childhood Program students for orientation. 

 

As a reminder, our start time has changed and all elementary schools are now on the same 

schedule, with our day beginning promptly at 8:50 a.m. and concluding with dismissal at 3:20 

p.m.  Every Thursday is an early dismissal day at 12:50 p.m. for K-12 students.  Please do not 

drop off your child at school before 8:35 a.m, as there is no supervision available.  

 

The Early Childhood Program runs Monday-Thursday. The hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 

the full-day session, 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. for the morning session and 12:15 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

for the afternoon session. 

  

The half-day section of Kindergarten runs Monday-Friday.  The hours are from 8:50 a.m. to 

11:50 a.m.  The early release Thursday hours are 8:50 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. 

  

The CASE Collaborative Program runs from 8:40 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. On Thursdays (early release day), the program runs from 8:40 a.m. to 

12:40 p.m. 

  

ARRIVAL, DISMISSAL & MORE 
  

Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures 
  

Before School 

Parents/guardians may use the front loop for student drop off if students are coming to school for 

band, chorus, or any other before school activity. 

  

Regular Arrival 

Parents/guardians who drive students to school for the regular arrival time will enter the school 

grounds at the westernmost entrance and follow the outer horseshoe circling the parking lot. 

Children will exit vehicles on the sidewalk at the front of the gym. For safety purposes, ALL 

students should exit vehicles on the side of the sidewalk. Students will walk up the sidewalk to 

either the gymnasium entrance or the front door as directed by the greeting staff members.  

Parents/guardians will be directed to use the front loop to drop off students only if all buses have 

completed their scheduled morning drop-off. If students are not in their classrooms at 8:50 a.m., 

they will be marked tardy. 

  

Dismissal 

All buses will be loading students either in the loop by the front door or through the gym.  This is 

subject to change depending on our first trial of single-tiered busing.   All students who are 

picked up will be dismissed from the gym, closest to the fields, at 3:20 p.m. Parents/guardians do 

not need to enter the school building at dismissal. Staff will dismiss students to parents/guardians 

individually from the left-hand door of the gym. Parents/guardians may wait on the sidewalk by 

the stairs of gym door #4. You do not need to sign your child out. School notes will still be 

required so there will be written documentation of where students are going if they are not using 



their assigned transportation route. If a School note has not been received, the student will be 

sent home by bus. We understand that space is at a premium, but please do not park in marked 

fire lanes or in front of „no parking‟ signs. Please do not block other vehicles as some staff and 

families have to pick up other children, attend appointments or head to other jobs.  Please be 

cognizant of your unattended vehicle to ensure that it is not illegally parked.  Please feel free to 

take advantage of the crossing guard and utilize the marked parking spots across the street at the 

fire station.  This will help us ensure the safety of our students and accessibility for the buses. 

  

Dismissal Notes 

If your child is involved in an after-school program (i.e., band, chorus, girl scouts), you may send 

in one note for the duration of the program. For example, if your child signs up for Chorus every 

Tuesday, you only need to send in one note for the program stating that your child will be 

attending Chorus every Tuesday. Your child will be placed on a permanent list for that program. 

If your child is not going to attend on a particular day, then you would send in a dismissal note to 

inform us of the change. This one note system applies to any consistent dismissal event. If you 

are going to pick up every Friday for the year, you can send one note for the year. We hope this 

system will make it easier for parents/guardians and staff. 

  

CASE 

At the beginning of the school day, any CASE vans that are dropping students off prior to the 

arrival of the school buses may use the front loop. CASE vans that arrive after 8:40 a.m. will 

drive to the side parking area by the loading dock. At dismissal, all CASE vans will pick up 

students on the side parking area by the loading dock. 

  

Important: It is illegal to pass a school bus or van when the red lights are flashing. At the 

beginning of school and at dismissal, no vehicles should be passing school buses while students 

are exiting or entering the school buses. No vehicles should be blocking the loading dock 

entrance for the vans. No cars should be passing any school vans parked in the entrance circle if 

their red lights are flashing. Thank you for your cooperation in keeping all our students safe. 

  

Safe Arrival Program 
This program is a service to the parents/guardians of our students. For each day that your child is 

absent or tardy, parents/guardians are required to call Safe Arrival at 978-264-4293 before 9:00 

a.m. on the same morning. The Safe Arrival line records 24 hours a day. Your message will be 

verified against the school attendance record. If a message is not received, parents/guardians will 

be contacted to verify the child‟s absence. If a parent/guardian is not reached to verify the child‟s 

absence, a local officer may conduct a well-being check. Please remember this includes family 

vacation trips when absenteeism will occur. Unless we are notified to the contrary, we assume 

that all parents/guardians wish to participate in this voluntary program. 

  

Excused Absence/Tardiness 
In addition to calling Safe Arrival, a written, dated note must be sent to explain the reason for 

absence or tardiness. Children who are tardy must report to the office. 

  

Detailed information about buses, lunches, and calendars can be found at the district website: 

https://www.abschools.org/. 

 

NEW HIRES, NEW ROLES 
  

The following is a list of the faculty members who are new to Blanchard and/or in new 

roles.  Please join me in welcoming… 

  

NEW HIRES! 

Erin Barrell Gr. 3/4 Special Education Teacher  
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Erin Burke Gr. 6 Math Teacher 

Barbara Maglione Special Education Team Chairperson 

Wayne Newman Custodian 

Kyle Puzikov Gr. 5 Classroom Teacher 

Jamie Rickenbach Gr. 1 Teacher 

Jennifer Smith General Education Assistant 

Gretta Venuti .4 English Language Educator 

Jasmine Washington Gr. 4 Teacher 

Leigh Whiting-Jones Assistant Principal 

TBD Pathways ABA Trainer 

  

NEW ROLES! 

Trevor Bell General Education Assistant 

Shelly Erling General Education Assistant 

Audrey Olfers General Education Assistant 

Laura Ristaino General Education Assistant 

  

HAPPENINGS FOR YOUR CALENDAR! 
For planning purposes, here are the dates in advance: 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

Tuesday, September 25 

All grades: 6-8 p.m. 

  

FALL CONFERENCES 

Thursday, October 18 

Thursday, October 25 

Thursday, November 1 

  

COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUR 

Located in the Café 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Friday, September 28 

Friday, October 26 

Friday, November 30 

Friday, December 21 

Thursday, January 24 

Friday, February 15 

Friday, March 29 

Friday, April 26 

Thursday, May 30 

  

MCAS WINDOW 

Once again there will be one extended testing window from April 1-May 24.  We have scheduled 

testing dates with the understanding that DESE may make changes to the number and length of 

tests and therefore details may need editing.  These dates can be found on our website. 

 

TIDBITS 

Leigh and I will continue our monthly subbing days.  Teachers will be invited to sign up for us to 

substitute, which will allow them the opportunity to visit a colleague, provide or receive 

coaching, shadow a peer, work on a lesson, etc.   This is also an opportunity for the 

administration to connect with students, stay current on instructional practices, and gain a 

different perspective on the classroom. 

  



During the first two professional days of school, Blanchard faculty and staff will be dedicating 

time to building competency around our school improvement plan goals as well as the district‟s 

mission and values.  Included in this work will be sessions on executive functioning, self-

regulation strategies in writing, assessments, mathematics curriculum, and team building.  Our 

2018-2019 School Improvement Plan is posted on Blanchard‟s website. 

 

Due to the efforts of many, Blanchard will continue Outdoor Learning Days!  For new families, 

you will receive a letter soon that outlines these days in detail.   

  

I am pleased to announce that the district is now offering breakfast at all of our schools.  

Breakfast will be available as students arrive in the morning and they are welcome to take it to 

their classroom to enjoy during their morning break.   

 

Detailed school information will continue to be updated on our school website: 

https://blanchard.abschools.org/cms/One.aspx 

 

Thank you to our custodians, Dan, Jacob, and Wayne who have been working around the clock 

to get our school in order.  They have efficiently moved and arranged several rooms in 

anticipation of our new sections!  Kathy, Kristen, Leigh, and Maribeth have been working very 

hard to get Blanchard ready for the year ahead.  From schedules to ordering, I would really like 

to thank them for their efforts and support. Thank you also to the countless other staff members, 

families, and friends for all of their efforts this summer. 

  

COMMUNICATION 

Formal communication will be emailed home twice each month.  The Paw Print, which contains 

general information and an at-a-glance calendar, will go home electronically and by hardcopy at 

the beginning of the month, and an addendum to the Paw Print called The Bulldog Barks will 

arrive electronically mid-month with classroom updates and conversation starters.  In addition to 

our newsletters, Blanchard will continue to maintain our brand new website, teacher, and team 

web pages.  However, if you want to keep up with the latest photos and happenings, please 

follow the many staff members on Twitter.  Here is a great place to start:  

https://twitter.com/BlanchardMem 

http://twitter.com/BlanchardMemAP 

 

One last reminder: on Tuesday, August 28, from 10 to 11 a.m., there is a Kindergarten 

orientation (including a short bus ride at 10:30 a.m.!), as well as building tours for new students 

in grades 1-6 from 1 to 2 p.m. 

 

In closing, as always, if there is anything you need…please don‟t hesitate to reach out to me 

directly.  I very much look forward to seeing you all on September 4.   It is going to be a great 

school year!  Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

  

Sincerely yours, 

 
Dana F. Labb 

Principal 
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